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CONFIDENTIAL BANJUL 0342 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV PFOR SL EG 

SUBJECT: NEW SIERRA LEONE AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT, H.O. ZUBAIRU 
REF FREETOWN 0719 (NOTAL) 

1 . HAROUN OLUWOLE ZUBAIRU, NEWLY APPOINTED SIERRA LEONE 
AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT, HAS ONLY BEEN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO THE 
GAMBIA FOR THE PAST FIFTEEN MONTHS. ZUBAIRUS'S TRANSFER HAS 
COME RATHER SUDDENLY (EVIDENTLY IT SURPRISED HIM TO RECEIVE 
WORD OF THE CHANGE ONLY 10 DAYS AGO), AND HE SEEMS GENUINELY 
SORRY THAT HIS TOUR HERE HAS BEEN SO BRIEF. ZUBAIRU PLANS TO 
LEAVE BANJUL MARCH 10 FOR FREETOWN, WHERE HE WILL SPEND 
SEVERAL WEEKS OF PREPARATION AND LEAVE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE 
FOR CAIRO. 

2. A QUITE, REFLECTIVE MAN, ZUBAIRU WAS FRIENDLY WITH HIS 
DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES AND APPEARED TO ENJOY EXCELLENT 
RELATIONS WITH GAMBIANS. ALTHOUGH IN HIS MID-60S, ZUBAIRU 
REMAINS VIGOROUS AND WAS A DURABLE FIGURE ON LOCAL SCENE. 
SOMEWHAT SHYA BOUT HIS LACK OF DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE, 

ZUBAIRU CAN BE SHREWD AND PERCEPTIVE IN HIS OBSERVATIONS, 

ONCE THE FORMALITIES OF OFFICE ARE PUT ASIDE. A DEVOUT 
MUSLIM, ZUBAIRU IS ESPECIALLY DEVOTED TO HIS NUMBEROUS 
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CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. HE HAS BEEN A WIDOWER FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS, BUT SPEAKS OF PERHAPS TAKING A NEW WIFE 
TO CAIRO. 

3. ZUBAIRU HAS ALWAYS BEEN NOTABLY FRIENDLY AND FORTHCOMING 
WITH CHARGE. HE WOULD BE WELL WORTH CULTIVATING IN CAIRO AS 
EXPERIENCED SENIOR OFFICIAL OF SMALL BUT IMPORTANT WEST AFRICAN 
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ANGLOPHONE COUNTRY. ZUBAIRU MADE POINT OF TELLING CHARGE HOW 
MUCH HE HAD APPRECIATED CLOSE RELATIONS WITH AMERICAN EMBASSY. 

HE HAS BEEN ASSURED THAT EMBASSY CAIRO WILL ALSO BE MOST 
INTERESTED TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH HIM AND HIS NEW MISSION. 

WYGANT 
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